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doned5 by President Loubet., And General Bullet,
after a final defeat at Spion Kop, had been superseded
by Lord Roberts. Victory, from then onwards, seemed
assured. In February both Kimberley and Ladysmith
were relieved and Cronje surrendered at Paardeberg.
In March Lord Roberts captured Bloemfontein and,
in June, Pretoria. President Kruger fled his country.
The war appeared at an end.

I can remember, also, the day (it was May 18) when
the news reached us that Mafeking had been relieved.
Of the three sieges, this (although less important than
those of Kimberley or Ladysmith) had, owing to the
curious publicity it secured, loomed largely in the
public imagination. For a few hours England became
hysterical. At Wellington we were given a whole
holiday. We marched round and round the college
precincts, carrying portraits of Baden-Powell gar-
landed with laurel and pine branches and draped in
Union Jacks. I do not recollect that on that occasion
I manifested any overt pro-Boer sympathies. I shouted
and halloed with the rest.

A few days later Queen Victoria drove over from
Windsor to visit her grandson, Prince Alexander of
Battenberg, who had just entered the college. At the
Master's Lodge she descended from her barouche and
was wheeled through the college in a little chair
propelled by an Indian attendant. She then re-entered
her barouche at Great Gate and a short address was
read to her by the head of the school. The boys in
the Upper School were allowed, as she drove off, to
run beside the carriage. I clung to the mud-guard of
the barouche and ran the whole way until I reached
the gate by Walter's Woods. She seemed tired by